
Stop SVEC’s Unfair Attempt to Raise Our Electric Bills 
 
Here’s the Problem 
 
● Shenandoah Valley Electric Cooperative (SVEC) is proposing unjustified increases in monthly fixed 

charges and a new ‘demand charge’ that will raise  residential electric bills. 
● SVEC has increased its fixed charge from $13 to $25 within the last 18 months. The current proposed 

increase to $30 represents another 20% increase 
o This is a 230% escalation in the last two years–Enough is Enough!!!  

● SVEC’s fixed monthly charge is already more than double those of neighboring utilities. 
o  SVEC should be decreasing, not increasing this fee. 

● SVEC’s proposal will disproportionately impact low- and moderate-income customers. It’s not fair, 
and it couldn’t come at a worse time.  

● SVEC’s proposal will penalize customers who invest in efficiency upgrades or rooftop solar, or who 
just use less electricity to keep their bills affordable by conserving energy. 

o If the proposal is approved, nearly 33% of the average member’s monthly bill will be a fixed 
charge unable to be reduced by conservation, efficiency, or investment in rooftop solar. 

● Several consumer groups have opposed fixed-charge increases because they are unfair to lower-
income consumers and discourage energy conservation measures and rooftop solar that can reduce 
customers’ monthly bills. 

 
Are you a member of SVEC? Here’s what you can do to stop the rate increase. 
 
The Virginia State Corporation Commission (SCC) will decide to approve or deny this 
rate increase. Tell the SCC to deny this unfair rate increase! 
 

● The most effective thing you can do is to give testimony online at the virtual SCC hearing on the 
case at 10:00 AM October 6th. The hearing will allow virtual/telephone testimony options. The 
SCC needs to hear how this proposed rate hike will affect YOU. 

● You can also file a written comment with the SCC before the September 29th deadline telling the 
SCC to deny this unfair increase. Urge it to order SVEC to propose fair rates that don’t 
discriminate against low- and middle-income members! 

● For info on how to take advantage of this public comment opportunity, write to us at 
info@RepowerREC.com for details. We can help you make your voice heard by utility regulators 
in Richmond! 

● Already planning to write a comment or give oral testimony? Let us know at 
https://tinyurl.com/stoptheratehike.   

● By speaking out, you join a growing coalition of Virginia electric cooperative member-owners 
demanding affordable electric rates and pro-consumer policies at the electric cooperatives that 
provide essential services to rural Virginians.  Learn more at RepowerREC.com.   

 
Hurry. The SCC hearing is October 6, 2021! 


